Early Literacy Asides in Storytimes

What is an early literacy aside?  It is a tip about early literacy, about 20 seconds addressed to the adults during storytime.

What makes an effective aside?  An effective aside gives a research-based reason for why an activity (playing rhyming games, saying a repeated phrase) or practice (singing, talking, reading, writing, playing) supports an early literacy component (phonological awareness; print awareness/conventions; letter knowledge; vocabulary; background knowledge including conceptual thinking, content knowledge, print motivation and narrative skills) or reading skill (decoding—relating letters and sounds to formulate words or comprehension)

An ineffective aside is “Singing will help your child learn to read.” This type of aside is too general; it does not give a reason for why the practice is important.

An effective aside is “Singing slows down language so children hear the smaller sounds in words. This will help them later to sound out words when they learn to read.”

Another effective aside: Singing with children helps to hear the smaller sounds in words because there is a different note for each syllable. This skill (is called phonological awareness and it) will help them when they try to sound out words as they learn to read.
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Phonological Awareness—hear the smaller sounds in words
Print Awareness—focus on print, know how to handle a book
Letter Knowledge—recognize/know letters

Vocabulary—understand the meaning of words
Background Knowledge—what they know about the world
Print Motivation—enjoyment of books and reading







More Early Literacy Asides

http://www.earlylit.net/storytimeshare/ 
http://www.earlylit.net/workshopmats/elest2/13whatcansaycompprac.doc 

Sample Early Literacy Asides

1. When we say rhymes, play rhyming games with children, and point out the rhyming words, it helps them hear the smaller sounds in words which will help them later when they try to sound out words to read. 

2. When we use books to help children retell stories, it helps their understanding of how stories work and also will help them later understand what they read. For infants, simply leaving time for your baby to babble back is the beginning of these narrative skills. Your toddler may be able to say the sounds of animals or a repeated word, while children with more language can repeat a phrase and even retell the whole story to you. 

3. Helping children recognize the letters in the alphabet is one step in learning to read. For young children a beginning step is to help them notice shapes—shapes all around us, shapes in pictures, drawing shapes, because research has shown that children recognize letters by the shapes in them.

4. Children are so curious about the world around them. Take advantage of this curiosity to help them develop background knowledge. When we talk with our children about things that interest them and when we share books to broaden their knowledge, all this learning they have about the world, big ideas and little facts, will help them later understand what they read.

5. Knowing how books work is one of the early literacy skills that will help children feel more comfortable with books when they learn to read. Your baby will bat at the pages, trying to imitate your turning the page. Your toddler will know what a book is for and may babble a story while turning pages. Older children will benefit from your running your finger under the text to show that you are reading the words, not the pictures. All these activities help support your children’s print awareness.

6. One of the best things you can give your children is the enjoyment of books and reading. Children who enjoy being read to will stick with learning to read longer than children who don’t. When we encourage children to participate, they are more engaged around the book. Feel free to have them turn the pages, to stop and talk about a picture or ask an open-ended question to keep their interest. 

7. Most books are very rich in vocabulary—they have words that we don’t use in everyday conversation with young children. So, children hear many more words, and interesting words, when we read books to them. You may notice, though, that with board books for babies, there are often only a couple of words on a page. In that case, YOU are the one who must provide extra words by using the pictures as conversation starters—to tell a little story or to tell your baby about an experience you remember. It is the little things you do that build their vocabulary which will later help them understand what they read. 

. 

Tips for Parents and Caregivers
Here are some facts and information you can share as asides or tips to adults which include activities and ideas that work best one-on-one, parent and child together. You may use these tips during storytime as you demonstrate an activity or simply as something to point out to parents that they can do with their children outside the storytime. 

Newborn to 6 month olds

Babies are able to turn their heads to your voice and to look back and forth between two objects. They cannot hold or manipulate objects very well. 

· When you read with your baby, you can read anything. They love the sound of your voice and they are learning language by hearing you speak. If you are using books with pictures, it will be easier for them to see those that have bright, clear pictures, with high contrast between the picture and the background. I have a display of some of them here on the table. 

· If the book you are reading has only one or two words on a page, talk more about what the picture makes you think about. Talk about feelings, too. You want to give them lots of language. This is the basis for later understanding what they will read. 

· I am sharing books with you by holding the book up so you can see it. When you read with a baby, see what position is comfortable for the baby. If your baby likes to lie on her tummy, place the book on the floor in front of her so she sees it right-side-up. You sit in front of the book so the book is up-side-down to you. In this way you can see where her eyes are focusing and talk about that picture. You are following her interests. You may sometimes like to lie right down next to the baby and share the book together.

· When you talk with your baby, leave time for your baby to babble back. This is the beginning of developing narrative skills which will later help your child understand what she reads.

· Use lots of different words with your baby even if they don’t understand the meaning of what you say. This is the beginning not only of understanding but also hearing the sounds of language.

· Speak with your baby in “parentese”, with a high pitch and very clear words. Repeat the words. Your baby will listen to you longer when you speak in parentese than when you speak in your normal, adult voice. You can still use your adult words! You are helping your baby hear the sounds of words which will later help them sound out words to read. 

· Singing with your baby is one of the best ways for them to hear the smaller sounds in words because it slows down language. They hear the lilt and rhythm of language also. 

· It is only natural that your baby will put a book in his mouth. Babies this age explore the world by putting everything into their mouths. Their hands are not so coordinated yet so they use their mouths too. Just gently take the book from the baby’s mouth and read it to him! Give the baby a rattle or toy to suck on. We want children to be comfortable with books so they will want to learn to read. 

· Every time you turn a page in a book, it is a kind of peek-a-boo for the baby. What’s next? Oh, what fun! 

· Using board books, cardboard or cloth books with your baby will help them last a bit longer. Babies do not yet have good coordination, so you should have a couple of books that you know are going to get messed up or destroyed. They are learning about books!

· You may have noticed that we do lots of nursery rhymes and sang songs. Babies love the lilt of language. I hope you’ll continue to sing songs and say nursery rhymes. Children need lots of repetition to learn.

· As your baby plays with toys or feels things, tastes food, talk about the textures, the size, color, sounds and tastes. These observations will be the basis for later exploration and classifying that will lead to sorting and problem solving skills, all skills that will help your child later understand what they read. 

· Even at this young age babies are internalizing the idea of self-concept, knowing that he is a separate human being. This occurs as the baby comes to realize that his own actions influence others. So, by responding to your baby’s actions and moods, you are giving your baby the foundation for and the beginning of self-concept and self-esteem which is so key to all areas of later development and learning.
7 – 12 month olds

Mobile infants are learning the pincer grasp (picking up things using thumb and index finger) which enables turning pages, are learning to manipulate things including toys and small books, start to repeat the words you say as you point to pictures, need gestures to understand what you say, observe your facial expressions and imitate them, may be hard to understand what they say, move around a lot, and are learning to connect objects with actions (putting on a jacket means going outside).

· Your baby may be batting at the pages of the books you read together. Your child is learning to turn the pages. Encourage your child to do so. As your child learns to pick things up using his thumb and index finger, he will also be better able to turn the pages of a book. This is the beginning of print awareness.

· Your child may enjoy flap books. It’s a kind of peek-a-boo game using a book! Developing an enjoyment of books goes a long way for them later when they stick with learning to read.  

· Babies like to look at objects especially faces. If you have photos of family, try talking about them and telling stories about what is happening in the photo. You build your child’s vocabulary when you use some words he doesn’t know yet. 

· The small cardboard books are good for small hands. You’ll need to expect that some books will get damaged. It is better that your child play with books and get used to handling them. As they get more coordinated, they will be better able to handle them well. It is important to get them used to handling books. 

· Your children are getting around a lot now, so keep some books in every room, where they can reach them easily. When children see books all around, it will help motivate them to later read them.

· Young children need extra time to understand what you say, from five to twelve seconds, so give them time to listen to what you are saying. You may need to use some gestures to show them what you mean and to help them understand. Giving them the gift of time will help them develop talking which also later helps them understand what they read. 

· Babies talk but you may not understand everything they say. That’s ok. Still be supportive of what they are saying, repeating what you think they said and adding on a bit more information. You are building their oral language, their listening and speaking skills.

· Even though children this age usually respond well to routines, it is important when sharing books with your child, not to be tied to routines. Read together, even if briefly, throughout the day. You may not have time to read a whole book, but even enjoying a few pages together builds enjoyment around books and reading. 

· As you read books with your baby, name the objects in the pictures and talk some more about them—what they do, how they are used, something you remember. You are adding to your child’s vocabulary and background knowledge which will later help them understand what they read.

· “Learning to write is a milestone of childhood, one that ranks right up there with baby’s first smile, first steps, and first words.  So when does writing start and why?  From the first time your baby swipes carrot puree across the high chair tray, then catches your eye as if to say, “Look what I did!”  to scribbling, drawing and making squiggles…your child is writing.”

· Even though your young child will not understand everything you say, it is important to talk to the about things not in the “here and now”. By talking about concepts like yesterday and tomorrow and by talking about things they cannot immediately see, like when you recount a story of something that happened to you when you were young, you offer children exposure to ideas and concepts. This is a first step to their later understanding these concepts. 

· When a very young child is riveted to the screen, we might assume it is because the child is interested. However, young children are particularly sensitive to the “orienting reflex,” which makes the brain automatically focus attention on new sights or sounds. 

· Babies can express being hungry, tired, excited and angry so this is a great time to introduce sign language.  Sign language helps with frustration and also promotes earlier vocabulary development.

13 – 23 month olds

Toddlers are learning new words at a rapid rate, learning to hold books independently, use objects and toys for pretend play, respond to your “what” and “where” questions, get frustrated easily, can benefit from identifying feelings, imitate what you do, hold a crayon even if not correctly, scribble, may do simple puzzles, and are asserting their independence in a variety of ways. 

· Don’t shy away from using regular adult language with your toddlers. They pick up the words you say. They learn words best in the situation, so that you can clarify or explain what you mean. 

· Take advantage of the many opportunities during the day to give words to feelings—your child’s feelings and your own. This can be done when the child is playing, making transitions from one activity to another, or while looking at the facial expressions of characters as you read books together. Your child is not only learning vocabulary, but also learning how to identify different feelings which helps with self-regulation.

· As you encourage and support your child’s pretend play, you are developing their symbolic thinking. This helps them to visualize what is not present, helps with problem solving, and with reading where pictures and text represent real things.

· Try pretend play outdoors too. What your children see around them gives them different worlds and different things and ideas to explore. Add descriptions to what they are seeing and doing.

· Toddlers are asserting their independence. As you share books with them, try to follow their lead and not turn the interaction into a power struggle. It IS good to share books with your children every day. However, you may not get through a whole book at one sitting. Talking about a few pictures or reading a page or two in enjoyable ways is a good way to start. 

· Encourage your children to draw and write. It may look like scribbles, but your child may tell you what s/he has written. When you write, have your child write, too!

· As toddlers are responding to what you say, they need about 5 seconds to tell you what they want to say. Their brains are working hard, making connections across four different areas of the brain. The more opportunities they get to talk with you the more practice they get and the easier it becomes. Allowing them time to speak now only helps you understand what they are thinking. This is a first step to retelling stories and events which helps them understand what they will later read. . 

· Talk with your toddler about groups of objects. “Let’s put away all the toys with wheels.” This helps your child in classifying objects, which supports cognitive thinking. 

· When a very young child is riveted to the screen, we might assume it is because the child is interested. However, young children are particularly sensitive to the “orienting reflex,” which makes the brain automatically focus attention on new sights or sounds. 

· Studies have shown that screen time can take away from time that adults play with their children, which is where children learn how to interact with others and learn language.
 

· Toddlers are starting to show their independence when they are in a familiar setting.  They may return to you often for reassurance and encouragement.  Take the time to provide the extra attention as this builds their self-confidence when they know you understand how they are feeling.  Label that feeling by saying “were you a little worried? I will be right here. Labeling emotions helps with emotional development.

Two year olds 

Two-year-olds are building language quickly. They are sometimes frustrated because they cannot make themselves understood—their language is not as well developed as their thought processes. They need repetition to learn. They seek independence but seek security in the familiar and in comforting surroundings, people and objects. 

· Helping a child label, express and validate their feelings empowers that child and helps give them the skills to deal with the stresses in their day.  

· Two-year-olds can do simple puzzles, turning the pieces to fit. This is a skill that will later help them as they later try to learn and recognize letters.

· Offer your child opportunities to scribble and draw. They will tell you about what they drew or wrote. They are learning that what they write has meaning. This is the beginning of print awareness, one of the skills they need to learn to read.

· When you read books, catalogs, or magazines, encourage your children to turn the pages. They are learning how to handle books. 

· There might be times when you give your child an electronic device because you need your child to sit down somewhere safely while you get something done, but young children learn language by interacting with YOU.  They need your guidance and conversation you provide to help them make sense of what is happening. Want your child to learn digitally? Cuddle up and read an app together!

· Two-year-olds are very active! It is good to find ways to engage them around books. They can join in with a movement, say a repeated phrase, talk with you about the pictures. Give a little extra time for your children to absorb the story and what you are saying.

· Model and encourage pretend play! You can say a block is a truck or pretend to be a dog. This kind of play, representational or symbolic play, is key to developing abstract thinking and to understanding language.

· When sharing books, help children understand that the picture represents the real object. For example, “Yes, a zebra. That’s a picture of a zebra.” 

· Children often get frustrated when they can’t figure out how to solve a problem. Rather than being quick to fix it for them, offer a small suggestion and see if they can figure out the rest. Sometimes they come up with solutions we didn’t even think of!

· Where and how does the screen time happen? Skyping with a grandparent is not the same as sitting in front of the TV because the child is an actively engaged participant and is being directly responded to, not a passive consumer of pre-recorded content. 

· Have your toddler help you follow a recipe and mix up a batch of playdough. She/he can roll, pound and squeeze while exercising and working on their fine motor skills.  Showing how to follow a recipe adds early literacy and measuring adds math skills.

Three- to Five-Year Olds

Three, four and five year olds are still building their vocabulary, and in addition are exploring in more depth the sounds of language as well as relating the spoken sounds or words to the written symbols. As they become more aware of the world around them, including an awareness of others and their feelings and perspectives, they try to make sense of what they see and social rules they are expected to follow. They are exploring more fantasy and still struggle with what is real and not real; it all feels “true”. 
· Preschool children have wonderful imaginations. Encourage pretend play and find ways to expand it so that children explore different situations and characters. You can enrich their play by following their lead, adding new words, offering “what if” situations, and incorporating writing and print into their play. This kind of play adds to their “sense of story”. 
· Because children are trying to make sense of the world, we may have to explain things that seem obvious to them. One child thought that the people who check you out at the supermarket must be very rich because they collect all that money. When you take the time to explain, you add to their background knowledge which will also help them later understand what they read.

· As your children become more adept at language and tell you about events or stories, encourage them to tell them in order—first this happened, then this, and lastly. Encourage them to tell you more details as they become more comfortable with the story. Children develop comprehension through the development of their narrative skills, telling stories and event. 

· If you’re using apps, read the same books you love in print form in an electronic form as well. Your child will delight at the familiarity of the content but gain digital literacy skills from interacting with the characters and story in a digital environment.

· Keep in mind that this generation of children has an entirely different set of skills that they’ll have to acquire in order to become functionally literate. Reading is no longer JUST decoding text on a page; reading now includes understanding different types of information, including text, video, audio, images and the manipulation thereof.  Reading high quality digital books and using well-developed book-based and educational apps together helps children to become fully literate in a digital landscape.

· When you talk with your children about past events or about what will happen in the future, these are things they do not see right in front of them. You are helping them think abstractly, seeing something that is not right in front of them. This is the same kind of skill that is needed to learn to read and to understand what they will read.

· Playing rhyming games is one way to help your children hear the smaller sounds in words which will later help them to sound out words when they learn to read. 

· Have fun making your own books together. You can write down what your child says is happening in the pictures. Your child may also like to write words. Sometimes the forms will look letter-like even if they are not real letters. This is a good step toward learning the letters.

· Play is a great way to encourage children’s thinking skills. Have your preschooler group toys by one characteristic and then by another—buttons by size, by number of holes, by color; objects by function (cooking, cleaning, gardening) and then by how they look. 

· Preschoolers are beginning to show empathy for others.  Use this as a teachable moment to talk about and label feelings.  Talk about how you would feel and show what that feeling would look like on your face and body. This helps children build their emotional literacy.

· Provide paper and writing materials for stress free practice in making vertical, horizontal, and circular lines. This will help when children with eye and hand coordination and the beginning skills needed to start to write.  
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