
 

Hanen Centre 
Talking with Young Children 

Observe, Wait, Listen 
Observe child’s focus of 
attention, facial expressions, 
body language 
Wait to give child time to 
express himself 
Listen carefully to child’s 
attempts to communicate 
 

Interpret 
Guess what child is saying 
Repeat with questioning 
tone 
Explain you don’t 
understand and encourage 
child to try again 

Some ways to comment 
 

Some ways to join in and play. 


